

















How Nurse ConsurranTts HELr Law Firms

SETTLE MEDICAL MALPRACTICE CASES

That’s a quote from a Kansas
City Star article (2/3, Bacon),
Lawyers may benefit from nurses
in medical malpractice suits.

“When medical negligence,
injury or illness is involved,
legal nurse consultants can
help lawyers prepare winning
I agree with the statement
wholeheartedly and that's why
I routinely work with several
different legal nurses. In fact,
in addition to the highly
experienced (i.e. 20-plus years in practice) two nurses with
whom we work most frequently, the Ziff Law Firm now has
two nurses from the University of Rochester Legal Nurse

cases or save time and money
when complaints cannot be

medically substantiated.”

program working as interns. These nurses help collect,
organize, analyze and summarize medical records in our
personal injury and medical malpractice cases.

In the same story, attorney Brad Honnold, with Goza &
Honnold LLC in Leawood, KS, said: “(Legal nurses’) input is
invaluable during the initial intake and screening process, and
in determining whether a case has merit.”

There is no substitute for case analysis by nurses who have
worked in the trenches and who know that a lot of the bad
things that go on in the treatment of a patient NEVER make
it into the written chart, despite medical training that requires
ALL relevant medical data regarding a patient to be charted.

What may be missing from medical charts; the sad fact is,
there is a medical mantra that “if it’s not charted, it didn’t
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happen.” When things start to go bad for a patient, there is a
very compelling tendency on the part of medical providers to
hide their mistakes by failing to document their errors.

A recent Pennsylvania medical malpractice case we handled
illustrates the problem. The case involved a wrongful death
action against a local hospital. In the official hospital chart
there were less than five sentences by a nurse documenting her
care of the patient over the 12 hours before his death.

If you just looked at the chart for this time period, you would
have assumed that the care of the patient was just fine and
you wouldn’t have a clue why he suddenly died.

However, at the deposition of the nurse, we learned that the
chart did NOT accurately reflect the patient’s care and that
there was TONS of important patient information that was
NOT documented. WHY? Because this young, first-year
nurse was concerned that if she charted all the inactivity of

the doctors that were supposed to be caring for the patient,
she would have been fired.

Plain and simple, she was covering her own butt (and the
butts of the doctors who failed to respond to her calls that
the patient needed immediate attention) by leaving bad
information out of the chart.

A legal nurse consultant has the expertise to spot gaps and
inconsistencies in medical records. They are an essential part
of the team that makes a successful case.
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Facing BaANkrurTCY OR FORECLOSURE?

GET ExPeERT LEGAL COUNSEL AT A FREE SEMINAR

During our current economic crisis, many people are facing
the painful prospect of declaring bankruptcy or losing their

homes to foreclosure. To make a reservation for this very informative seminar,
please visit the events page on our website,
This difficult situation has been made worse by self-described Zifflaw.com

“professionals” looking to cash in on others’ misfortune. They

may offer “services” that are worthless at best and may actually or call us toll-free at

jeopardize your long-term financial security. 1-800-943-3529
What: Bank Semi
Don’t fall victim to the schemes of bankruptcy and foreclosure . Amkriptey Seminar
vultures with no legal training. When: March 18 at 3p.m. and 6p.m.
. Where: Steele Memorial Library
You can find experienced legal counsel at a Free Bankruptcy 101 E. Church St., Elmira NY 14901
Seminar offered by the Ziff Law Firm on March 18th, at 3p.m.
and 6 p.m. at the Steele Memorial Library in downtown Elmira. Who: Hosted by Bankruptcy Attorney
Matt Hughson of the Ziff Law Firm
Ziff Bankruptcy Attorney Matt Hughson will host the event How Much: FREE

and provide an introduction to the most powerful legal
strategies available to cope with bankruptcy and foreclosure.
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ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

The information included in this newsletter is not intended as a
substitute for consultation with an attorney. Specific conditions

always require consultation with appropriate legal professionals.
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